
The 2ND edition of the California Masonry Summit & Expo, uniting our trade with the AEC Community.



The 2nd Edition of the California Masonry Summit & Expo convenes AEC leaders to collaborate, network, 
learn, and bridge information gaps about masonry.

A full-day conference and expo taking place in Irvine, CA at the AV Irvine Center.

An opportunity for NorCal / SoCal AEC professionals to network and connect with producers, contractors, 
and masonry experts, and to learn about sustainability, decarbonization, energy efficiency, innovation, and 
technology in the masonry industry.

• 2 Architecture Panels (Award-Winning Architects)
• 2 Keynote Speakers
• Design-Build Panel (Architect - Structural Engineer – General Contractor)
• Education Facilities Panel (Los Angeles USD – Fresno USD)
• Student’s Architecture Design Competition (awarding $12,000 in Scholarships)
• 5 Learning Sessions + Hands-on Bricklaying Experience & Demonstrations
• Expo Floor with 30 Exhibitors + Spin-the-Wheel & Games
• Lunch & Happy Hour (included with all passes)

Welcome to CMSE 2026!



About CMC

California Masonry Council (CMC) was initially created in 2024 as a division of the Masonry Institute of 
America (MIA) with the mission to be a catalyst, advocate, and the best masonry resource in California.   

Our organization promotes masonry as an essential design and building material while uniting our trade 
with the AEC community (architecture, engineering, and construction). 

As of May 1st, 2026, the Masonry Institute of America (MIA) will officially be merging and becoming part 
of the California Masonry Council (CMC) to consolidate technical assistance, publications, and resources 
streamlined into a unified platform with an expanded reach. 

This initiative is part of CMC’s long-term strategic plan to strengthen our organization and enhance our 
ability to serve our trade and the AEC Community and continuing with MIA’s legacy of being a trusted 
technical resource.

Our Technical Services will remain fully operational throughout this transition, and we will soon be 
expanding our service offerings. Our team continues to be available to assist with all technical inquiries 
and publication needs.

New Publications will be announced soon!

Our team is diligently developing new programs, events, and resources to further our mission of being 
California’s best masonry resource, fostering connections between the Masonry Trade and the AEC 
Community, and promoting industry growth.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all our valued partners with MIA and CMC as we navigate 
through these organizational changes and reaffirm our commitment to continue to work for the good of 
the Masonry Industry.

CMC is a non-profit organization.

More to come…

info@CaliforniaMasonryCouncil.org



Exhibitors Floor Plan



Start End Activity Session Title Speaker Expo Status Where

7:30 AM 9:00 AM
Expo & Patio 

Open 8:00 AM
Main Stage + Expo

9:00 - 9:05 AM Host and EMCEE - Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:05 - 9:15 AM CMC Announcements

Transition - Same Room 

9:15 - 9:20 AM Session Sponsor Intro (5 min) Session Sponsor - Thompson Building Materials

Moderator  
Sunup Mathew - Director of Industry Development & Technical 

Services @ International Masonry Institute (IMI)

ZGF Architects - Cal Poly SATRC Complex Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

CO Architects - UCR School of Medicine Educational 

Building II

F. Arnold Swanborn, AIA, LEED AP - Design Principal @ CO 

Architects

Moore Ruble Yudell Architects & Planners - UC 

Riverside School of Business

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

ZGF Architects - Aggie Square Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

10:20 AM 10:30 AM Transition to Breakrooms (10 min) Expo Closed

Jose Felsmann - Director of Business Development @ Southland 

Industries - Board Member @ DBIA Western Pacific Region 

(Moderator) 

Jessica (Scott) Jensen, DBIA - Design Manager @ McCarthy 

Building Companies

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

Andrew Runnoe, PE, SE - Discipline Manager, Structural 

Engineering @ Coffman Engineers

Session B-1 (Presented 

by E Z Mix INC)

Beyond Thermal Mass, Concrete Block as a Building 

Material
Bob Habian AIA - Masonry Expert - Founder & CEO @ Tect App

Breakroom (The 

Deck 2nd Floor - 

100px)

Session C-1 (Presented 

by Beauty of Block)

Climate-Responsive Design - Balancing Resilience, 

Thermal Performance, and Embodied Carbon with 

Concrete Masonry 

Irene Li - Technical Director @ Design Collective from Concrete 

Masonry Checkoff & Beauty of Block

Breakroom (Media 

Room 50px)

Outdoor Session D-1 

(Presented by IMI, CMC, 

and BAC Local4)

Patio

Transition to Expo & Lunch

Hands-On Experience, Bricklaying & Demonstration (CMU & Brick morning session) Open during all Expo Times

Registration Opens 7:30 / Networking & Breakfast Snacks at Expo 8:00 to 9:00 / Architecture Exhibition at Patio Area Opens 8:00 AM

Brick - Architecture Panel - Award Winning Architects

CMC + EMCEE Jodi Holmes Escamilla - Regional Sales Manager 

@ H.C. Muddox

Design-Build Panel - Presenting the "UC Riverside 

School of Business, Award of Distinction at the DBIA-

WPR 2025." 

Session A-1

Main Stage
Expo & Patio 

Open

Expo Closed / 

Patio Open

9:00 AM 9:15 AM

9:15 AM 10:20 AM

9:20 - 10:20 AM (60 min)

10:30 AM 11:20 AM

Breakroom (The 

Gallery 100px)

Expo & Patio 

Closed
Main Stage

Agenda

Start End Activity Session Title Speaker Expo Status Where

7:30 AM 9:00 AM
Expo & Patio 

Open 8:00 AM
Main Stage + Expo

9:00 - 9:05 AM Host and EMCEE - Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:05 - 9:15 AM CMC Announcements

Transition - Same Room 

9:15 - 9:20 AM Session Sponsor Intro (5 min) Session Sponsor - Thompson Building Materials

Moderator  
Sunup Mathew - Director of Industry Development & Technical 

Services @ International Masonry Institute (IMI)

ZGF Architects - Cal Poly SATRC Complex Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

CO Architects - UCR School of Medicine Educational 

Building II

F. Arnold Swanborn, AIA, LEED AP - Design Principal @ CO 

Architects

Moore Ruble Yudell Architects & Planners - UC 

Riverside School of Business

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

ZGF Architects - Aggie Square Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

10:20 AM 10:30 AM Transition to Breakrooms (10 min) Expo Closed

Jose Felsmann - Director of Business Development @ Southland 

Industries - Board Member @ DBIA Western Pacific Region 

(Moderator) 

Jessica (Scott) Jensen, DBIA - Design Manager @ McCarthy 

Building Companies

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

Andrew Runnoe, PE, SE - Discipline Manager, Structural 

Engineering @ Coffman Engineers

Session B-1 (Presented 

by E Z Mix INC)

Beyond Thermal Mass, Concrete Block as a Building 

Material
Bob Habian AIA - Masonry Expert - Founder & CEO @ Tect App

Breakroom (The 

Deck 2nd Floor - 

100px)

Session C-1 (Presented 

by Beauty of Block)

Climate-Responsive Design - Balancing Resilience, 

Thermal Performance, and Embodied Carbon with 

Concrete Masonry 

Irene Li - Technical Director @ Design Collective from Concrete 

Masonry Checkoff & Beauty of Block

Breakroom (Media 

Room 50px)

Outdoor Session D-1 

(Presented by IMI, CMC, 

and BAC Local4)

Patio

Transition to Expo & Lunch

Hands-On Experience, Bricklaying & Demonstration (CMU & Brick morning session) Open during all Expo Times

Registration Opens 7:30 / Networking & Breakfast Snacks at Expo 8:00 to 9:00 / Architecture Exhibition at Patio Area Opens 8:00 AM

Brick - Architecture Panel - Award Winning Architects

CMC + EMCEE Jodi Holmes Escamilla - Regional Sales Manager 

@ H.C. Muddox

Design-Build Panel - Presenting the "UC Riverside 

School of Business, Award of Distinction at the DBIA-

WPR 2025." 

Session A-1

Main Stage
Expo & Patio 

Open

Expo Closed / 

Patio Open

9:00 AM 9:15 AM

9:15 AM 10:20 AM

9:20 - 10:20 AM (60 min)

10:30 AM 11:20 AM

Breakroom (The 

Gallery 100px)

Expo & Patio 

Closed
Main Stage

Start End Activity Session Title Speaker Expo Status Where

7:30 AM 9:00 AM
Expo & Patio 

Open 8:00 AM
Main Stage + Expo

9:00 - 9:05 AM Host and EMCEE - Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:05 - 9:15 AM CMC Announcements

Transition - Same Room 

9:15 - 9:20 AM Session Sponsor Intro (5 min) Session Sponsor - Thompson Building Materials

Moderator  
Sunup Mathew - Director of Industry Development & Technical 

Services @ International Masonry Institute (IMI)

ZGF Architects - Cal Poly SATRC Complex Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

CO Architects - UCR School of Medicine Educational 

Building II

F. Arnold Swanborn, AIA, LEED AP - Design Principal @ CO 

Architects

Moore Ruble Yudell Architects & Planners - UC 

Riverside School of Business

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

ZGF Architects - Aggie Square Steven Joonha Chang - Principal @ ZGF Architects

10:20 AM 10:30 AM Transition to Breakrooms (10 min) Expo Closed

Jose Felsmann - Director of Business Development @ Southland 

Industries - Board Member @ DBIA Western Pacific Region 

(Moderator) 

Jessica (Scott) Jensen, DBIA - Design Manager @ McCarthy 

Building Companies

Jeanne Chen, FAIA - Principal @ Moore Ruble Yudell Architects 

& Planners

Andrew Runnoe, PE, SE - Discipline Manager, Structural 

Engineering @ Coffman Engineers

Session B-1 (Presented 

by E Z Mix INC)

Beyond Thermal Mass, Concrete Block as a Building 

Material
Bob Habian AIA - Masonry Expert - Founder & CEO @ Tect App

Breakroom (The 

Deck 2nd Floor - 

100px)

Session C-1 (Presented 

by Beauty of Block)

Climate-Responsive Design - Balancing Resilience, 

Thermal Performance, and Embodied Carbon with 

Concrete Masonry 

Irene Li - Technical Director @ Design Collective from Concrete 

Masonry Checkoff & Beauty of Block

Breakroom (Media 

Room 50px)

Outdoor Session D-1 

(Presented by IMI, CMC, 

and BAC Local4)

Patio

Transition to Expo & Lunch

Hands-On Experience, Bricklaying & Demonstration (CMU & Brick morning session) Open during all Expo Times

Registration Opens 7:30 / Networking & Breakfast Snacks at Expo 8:00 to 9:00 / Architecture Exhibition at Patio Area Opens 8:00 AM

Brick - Architecture Panel - Award Winning Architects

CMC + EMCEE Jodi Holmes Escamilla - Regional Sales Manager 

@ H.C. Muddox

Design-Build Panel - Presenting the "UC Riverside 

School of Business, Award of Distinction at the DBIA-

WPR 2025." 

Session A-1

Main Stage
Expo & Patio 

Open

Expo Closed / 

Patio Open

9:00 AM 9:15 AM

9:15 AM 10:20 AM

9:20 - 10:20 AM (60 min)

10:30 AM 11:20 AM

Breakroom (The 

Gallery 100px)

Expo & Patio 

Closed
Main Stage

1st Morning Session – 9:15 to 10:20 AM 
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Transition to Expo & Lunch

11:20 AM - 12:20 PM Expo + Patio

11:20 AM - 12:20 PM Podcast Interviews
Adam Hutchinson, P.E. – Executive Director @ Northwest 

Masonry Institute
Expo Lobby

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Introduction to Concrete Masonry, Debunking CMU 

Myths - Exclusive Student's Session - Sponsored by 

Angelus Block (30 min)

Zack Staab - Architectural Sales @ Angelus Block
Breakroom (The 

Gallery 100px)

12:20 - 12:45 PM Keynote Speaker during Lunch (25 min) 
Carol Lanham, AIA, Assoc. DBIA - Principal and Board of 

Directors @ Lionakis - VP of Communications @ AIA California

12:45 - 1:00 PM
Student Awards Sponsors & Jury Intro (2 sponsors - 15 

min)
Presenting Sponsor - Orco Block & Hardscape

1:00 - 1:15 PM Student's Design Awards (15 min)

Competition Judges Presenting Awards: Toni Lewis, Jessica 

Orlando, Anthony Damon, Suyama Bodhinayake, Ismar Enriquez, 

Bob Habian.

1:15 - 1:40 PM Keynote Speaker (25 min) Ben Stapleton, Executive Director @ USGBC California

1:40 PM 1:50 PM Transition to Breakrooms (10 min) Expo Closed

James Krueger AIA, NCARB - Director of Design @ HMC 

Architects (Moderator)

Alex Belanger - Chief of Operations @ Fresno Unified School 

District (FUSD)

Roland Mueller - Facilities Asset Development Director for 

Planning + Design  @ Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)

Session B-2 (Presented 

by Moda Concrete)

LEED v5 – A Whole New Approach: Achieving 

Sustainable and Resilient Designs with Masonry (CE 

Credits)

Christine A. Subasic, PE, LEED AP, FTMS – Consulting 

Architectural Engineer specializing in Sustainable Design and 

Masonry

Breakroom (The 

Deck 2nd Floor - 

100px)

Session C-2 (Presented 

by Orco Block)
CMU - Fire and Resiliency (CE Credits)

Abdol Bahrami, Assoc. AIA, LEED Green Assoc. - Architectural 

Manager @ Orco Block & Hardscapes

Breakroom (Media 

Room 50px)

Outdoor Session D-2 

(Presented by IMI, CMC, 

and BAC Local4)

Patio

2:45 PM 2:55 PM Transition to Main Room (10 min) Expo Closed

2:55 - 3:00 PM Session Sponsor Intro (5 min) Session Sponsor - Angelus Block

Moderator
Mark Swanson, AIA, CSI, LEED AP BD+C - North Central Regional 

Director @ International Masonry Institute (IMI)

o2 Architecture - Sunnylands Administration & 

Operations Campus and Engineered Wetlands

Lance O'Donnell, FAIA - Principal @ o2 Architecture – Educator 

@ CalPoly Pomona

SVA Architects - Woodbridge High School Performing 

Arts Center
Robert Simons, AIA - Partner & President @ SVA Architects

oo-d-a studio - LeParc Multi-family Building, North 

Park, San Diego

Dominique Houriet - President @ [oo-d-a] studio; Architect / 

Developer / General Contractor

Arcadis - Great Whittier Regional Aquatic Center
Janvi Kanani, AIA, LEED AP BD+C, DBIA – Principal @ Arcadis – 

Past President @ Assoc. for Women in Architecture + Design

Transition to Expo Happy Hour

4:00 PM 5:00 PM
CMC + MC Jodi Holmes Escamilla - Regional Sales Manager @ 

H.C. Muddox (5 min closing remarks)

Main Stage + Patio 

+ Expo

4:00 PM 4:30 PM
Adam Hutchinson, P.E. – Executive Director @ Northwest 

Masonry Institute
Expo Lobby

Hands-On Experience, Bricklaying & Demonstration (CMU & Brick afternoon session) Open during all Expo Times

Expo Only Time - Lunch Served at Expo 11:45 to 13:00

Concrete Block - CMU Architecture Panel - Award Winning Architects

Education Facilities Panel - School DistrictsSession A-2

Expo + Main Stage

Expo & Patio 

Open

Expo Closed / 

Patio Open

Podcast Interviews

Happy Hour at Expo & Closing Remarks

1:50 PM 2:45 AM

11:20 AM 1:40 PM

2:55 PM 4:00 PM

3:00 - 4:00 PM (60 min)

Breakroom (The 

Gallery 100px)

Expo & Patio 

Open

Main Stage
Expo & Patio 

Closed
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Meet our Speakers

Abdol Bahrami serves as the Architectural Manager at ORCO Block & Hardscape, where he has 
excelled over the past seven years in forging strong partnerships with architects and design 
professionals throughout Southern California. With technical expertise in Civil Engineering 
from his studies at Cal Poly Pomona, Abdol combines a solutions-driven mindset to enhance 
architectural masonry practices. An advocate for sustainability, Abdol is both a LEED Green 
Associate and an AIA Associate, reflecting his dedication to eco-friendly design and innovative 
practices in the built environment.

He has been instrumental in communicating ORCO's block and CMU resiliency story, ensuring 
that architects have access to updated specifications, Environmental Product Declarations 
(EPDs), and an ORCO’s growing 3D Building Information Modeling (BIM) library. 

Through his leadership, Abdol has successfully secured key project specifications for ORCO 
Block & Hardscape, assisting firms in selecting optimal masonry solutions. His knowledge and 
passion for the masonry industry have established him as a trusted advisor for architects 
seeking to incorporate durable and sustainable materials into their designs.

Alex Belanger serves as Chief Executive Officer supervising Operational Services at Fresno 
Unified School District, the third largest school district in California, serving 74,000 students 
across 110 schools and more than 9 million square feet of facilities. 

He oversees Facilities Management and Planning, Maintenance, and Operations, leading large 
scale capital and operational programs focused on safety, performance, and long term 
stewardship of public assets.With more than 30 years of experience, Alex brings a diverse 
background in facility management, general contracting, construction management, and public 
and private sector sustainability programs. His career includes work with the Department of 
Defense, Department of Transportation, healthcare systems, hospitality, higher education, and 
K 12 institutions. He has managed projects in complex and remote environments, including the 
Arctic Circle and international resort destinations.

Prior to Fresno Unified, Alex served as a recovery specialist at Anchorage School District, 
strengthening safety, productivity, and quality control systems. He has co led the Council of the 
Great City Schools Chief Operating Officers conferences and supported national facility 
assessments and post disaster recovery efforts. Alex is a Licensed General Contractor, a 
journeyman carpenter, and an active community leader.

Andrew is a licensed structural engineer with 15 years of experience in the structural 
engineering field and five years of experience in the construction management field. 

He has worked on a diverse portfolio of projects throughout California and has worked with 
numerous building departments, including the Division of State Architect (DSA) and Healthcare 
Access and Information (HCAI). 

Andrew specializes in tenant improvements, new construction, and seismic retrofits of existing 
structures. Additionally, he has designed structures utilizing all major construction materials 
including concrete, CMU, steel, and wood in a variety of lateral force resisting systems. His 
direct responsibilities include structural design, coordination with other disciplines, and 
construction administration. 

Andrew's background in construction gives him a hands-on approach to design with particular 
insight for constructability.



Meet our Speakers

Bob Habian is an architect, entrepreneur, and masonry industry champion dedicated to 
transforming how design professionals and product experts collaborate for superior project 
outcomes.

With decades of experience bridging architecture and manufacturing, Bob recognized that 
concrete masonry's profound benefits—exceptional durability, resilience, carbon efficiency, 
energy performance, and safety—often go unrealized because critical expertise doesn't reach 
design teams when decisions matter most.

As founder of Tect, Bob created a platform connecting design professionals directly with 
trusted product category experts at the earliest project stages, enabling informed decisions 
built on wisdom rather than incomplete information.

His deep understanding of concrete masonry systems positions him uniquely to demonstrate 
why, when, and how to leverage this material's long-term value. 

Bob's mission: elevate the entire industry through authentic collaboration and knowledge 
transfer.

Arnold Swanborn has created a diverse portfolio of award-winning projects in his 28-year 
career that includes university research and academic facilities, academic health sciences 
facilities, healthcare facilities and K-12 schools, as well as national and international 
commercial, residential and mixed-use facilities ranging from 100,000 to over 2 million square 
feet. 

Arnold leads and sets design direction within the office and projects, and he is responsible for 
the development and integration of those principles into the firm’s projects. 

He received his Master of Science in Advanced Architectural Design from Columbia University, 
and his Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Southern California. 

He joined CO Architects in 2008.

Ben Stapleton is a recognized sustainability leader with a focus on building teams and 
designing programs to deliver impactful results. 

As Chief Executive Officer for USGBC California his work focuses on coordinating an ecosystem 
leveraging the built environment to help make California a more sustainable, resilient, and 
equitable place for all. His development and delivery of a portfolio of community engagement 
and education focused programming have centered on climate justice, high-performance 
buildings, occupant health, corporate sustainability, and regional resilience, fostering a sense 
of connection and shared purpose. He has served on numerous boards and serves on the Blue 
Ribbon Commission on Climate Action and Fire Safe Recovery.

He is a recipient of JLL's distinctive Da Vinci Award for Innovation, the Net Zero Conference’s 
Trailblazer Award for Industry Leadership, AIA Los Angeles Honorary Membership, the L.A. 
Business Council's Community Impact Award, and CoStar’s Power Broker designation in the Los 
Angeles market.

He is a frequent speaker, moderator and sustainability expert for media. He holds a MBA from 
the USC Marshall School of Business and a BA degree in Economics from UCLA. 

Ben is a LEED AP O+M, ENV SP, and WELL AP certified green building nerd driven by a 
connection to nature while being inspired by the people around him.



Meet our Speakers

Carol Lanham is a Principal and Board of Directors member at Lionakis where she leads the 
firm’s Civic Studio in Irvine and the Lionakis Irvine office. 

She has over 40 years of experience working in the A/E/C industry specializing in civic and 
justice projects for county, state, and federal agencies. 

Carol is past Chair of the AIA AAJ Knowledge Community, AIA California Executive Committee 
member, active in the LA/OC Chapter of DBIA, and the lone architect on the United Laboratories 
(UL) Fire Council.

Christine “Tina” Subasic, PE, LEED AP, FTMS is a consulting architectural engineer specializing in 
masonry and sustainable design.  Tina has provided technical support services, including 
standards development, educational seminars, and inspection services in the masonry industry 
for over 30 years.  

A frequent speaker on masonry and sustainability, she has addressed audiences in over 20 
states. She is active in The Masonry Society where she served as the first female President and 
was named a Fellow in 2022. She has been a member of the TMS 402 Code Committee for over 
15 years and currently serves as the chair of the Veneer Subcommittee. 

She is also co-author of the veneer chapter in the TMS Masonry Designers’ Guide. Subasic is 
active on several ASTM Committees related to sustainability and masonry.  She is editor of The 
Masonry Society’s Sustainability News and is a voting member and Work Group chair on the 
ASHRAE Standard 189.1 on high performance green buildings. 

She has written numerous articles and publications for STRUCTURE and Masonry Construction 
magazines and other industry associations. She is a Penn State Architectural Engineering 
graduate, a LEED Accredited Professional, and a registered professional engineer in Virginia and 
North Carolina.

Dominique Houriet is an Artist, Architect and licensed General Contractor in the San Diego area 
who practices architecture, product design, fabrication and construction. 

His works have been featured in The New York Times, the Museum of Contemporary Arts, 
Riviera, Dwell, Arch Daily, San Diego Home & Garden and more. 

Shortly after graduating with a Master of Architecture degree in 2003, Dominique moved to 
Southern California aspiring to practice architecture and construction. In 2008 [oo-d-a] studio, 
inc., opened its doors. [oo-d-a] studio strongly bases its focus on responsive, contemporary 
designs. 

The architecture is a direct response to user needs and the surrounding natural elements. With 
projects in the US and Mexico, [oo-d-a] studio is well known for its thoughtful craft in both the 
commercial and residential realm. [oo-d-a] studio, Inc. also partners with developers to 
generate asset in- come properties in mixed use, multi family, hospitality, retail and 
entertainment. [oo-d-a] can take a project from an initial concept to construction completion.



Meet our Speakers

Irene Li is a structural engineer and Technical Director for the West Region with the Block 
Design Collective. 

With a background in new design, forensic investigation, and structural rehabilitation, Irene 
brings deep experience to projects in regions shaped by seismic activity, wildfires, and evolving 
climate demands. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Cornell University and a Master of 
Science in Structural Engineering and Geomechanics from Stanford University. Now, she 
partners with architects, engineers, and contractors across the western U.S. to deliver resilient, 
forward-thinking concrete masonry solutions.

James is the Director of Design at HMC Architects and leads design work and teams across 
California and in multiple practices. 

With more than 27 years of experience working in studio, and 25 years at HMC, James brings a 
depth of experience and unique design perspective to his projects. 

What inspires James’ work is the idea that everything HMC designs has a positive impact on the 
lives of each client. In a firm that focuses primarily on Education, Healthcare, and Civic markets, 
the facilities that HMC creates are focused on improving the fabric of the communities they 
serve.

Ms. Janvi Kanani is a Principal Architect at Arcadis with over two decades of experience leading 
diverse projects across educational, commercial, and public sectors. Her career is distinguished 
by hands-on involvement in every phase of design, planning, and construction, as well as deep 
expertise in navigating complex regulatory landscapes. 

Janvi is recognized for her active leadership in professional associations, including serving as 
Chair of the AIA | LA Practice Committee, contributing to the DBIA Western Pacific Regional 
Practice Committee, and serving as Past President (2026) of the Association for Women in 
Architecture + Design. 

Her commitment to mentorship and diversity is further reflected in her role on the ACLA Design 
by Diversity DXD Committee. Janvi’s leadership is defined by a passion for sustainable design, 
consistently integrating innovative approaches that promote environmental stewardship and 
long-term community benefits. 

Her dedication to advancing sustainable practices and fostering design excellence uniquely 
positions her as a trusted leader—driving transformative infrastructure developments that 
elevate both the built environment and the architectural profession.



Meet our Speakers

Jodi Holmes Escamilla has a genuine love for the building materials industry and a deep 
respect for masonry and the craftsmanship behind it. 

A graduate of San Diego State University, Class of 2001, she jumped into the industry shortly 
after college and never looked back.

Jodi spent nearly 20 years working in distribution, where she built strong relationships, learned 
the ins and outs of the business, and gained a solid understanding of what customers need to 
be successful. For the past four years, she has been on the manufacturing side of the industry, 
bringing a practical, realistic perspective shaped by her time in distribution.

Recently married to Brian Escamilla, Jodi is a proud mom of three kids—Ben (20), Zach (17), 
and Taylor (16). 

Outside of work, she enjoys camping, going to concerts, and spending time at family events, 
making the most of every chance to unplug and be with the people she loves. Known for being 
approachable, reliable, and relationship-focused, Jodi values strong connections—both in her 
personal life and throughout the industry.

Jessica Jensen is a Design Manager with a background in architecture and expertise in design 
integration across complex projects. 

A Cal Poly Pomona architecture graduate, she has worked on both the design and general 
contracting sides, with experience in VDC, preconstruction, and higher education projects 
including the University of California, Riverside. 

She currently leads design integration for large-scale renewable energy projects, bringing a 
constructability-driven approach to all project types.

Jeanne Chen, FAIA, is a Principal at Moore Ruble Yudell Architects & Planners an award-
winning practice located in Santa Monica, CA. 

The focus of Jeanne’s work includes a diverse portfolio that embraces the critical concerns of 
community, identity, and place. The desire to create meaningful, memorable, and sustainable 
places, inspired by culture and environment, has guided her work at all scales from academic 
and civic buildings, to campus and community planning. 

She has advanced an inclusive design approach that fosters a culture of communication and 
cross-fertilization, adding vitality and meaning to the design process and ultimately enriching 
each effort. 

Jeanne has led projects on campuses across the country including Carnegie Mellon University, 
UCLA, UC Berkeley, Caltech, Dartmouth College, MIT, the University of Denver and the 
recently completed School of Business at UC Riverside. 

Her work has been recognized with multiple international, national, and regional design 
awards.



Meet our Speakers

Jose Felsmann is a seasoned professional with 28 years of experience in the design-build, Lean 
Integrated Project Delivery and collaborative management of mechanical and plumbing projects. 

He has worked across diverse market sectors, including education, healthcare, biotech, high-rise, 
hotel, casino, justice facilities, and commercial spaces. 

As a Director of Business Development at Southland Industries, Jose leads Work Acquisition and 
oversees preconstruction and operations across multiple markets. 

Passionate about improving project delivery, he specializes in leveraging Design Build Done 
Right, TM and lean construction practices, having successfully implemented Lean at all project 
levels. 

Jose is an active industry leader, serving as a Director for DBIA WPR Board Member (since 2024) 
and chairing the Lean Construction Institute - Los Angeles Community of Practice for over 10 
years. Outside of work, he enjoys surfing and spending time with his family and dogs.

Mark Swanson, AIA, CSI, LEED AP, is an architect and building-enclosure specialist with more 
than 30 years of experience in masonry design, structural systems, and enclosure performance. 
He serves as the North Central Regional Director for the International Masonry Institute (IMI), 
where he provides technical assistance, design review, and strategic support to architects, 
engineers, contractors, and owners. 

Mark’s expertise bridges architecture, structural engineering, and constructability, with a 
particular focus on masonry assemblies, movement control, moisture management, durability, 
and long-term performance. 

He leads regional structural masonry initiatives, supports industry coalitions, and helps develop 
technical resources including details, BIM content, and continuing education programs.

A frequent speaker and moderator, Mark presents nationally on structural masonry, veneer 
systems, sustainability, and low-carbon design strategies. 

He is deeply committed to mentorship, workforce development, and strengthening collaboration 
between design professionals and skilled craftworkers to improve project outcomes.

Architect and educator Lance O’Donnell has spent a lifetime shaped by the desert. Born in Indio 
and raised in the Coachella Valley, he went on to earn his Bachelor of Architecture from Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo and his Master of Architecture from UCLA. 

He returned to his desert roots in 1994 to deepen his craft. From his Palm Springs studio, o2 
Architecture, Lance pursues the essence of place— creating work that engages both intellect 
and senses through a poetic dialogue with site and a culture of ecologically mindful modernism. 

His projects have been published internationally and recognized with more than a dozen AIA and 
Concrete Masonry awards, contributing to the ongoing legacy of Palm Springs distinguished 
architectural tradition.
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Sunup is a structural engineer with more than 20 years of experience in masonry, concrete, and 
steel design. 

He has expertise in the design of new structures, evaluation and retrofitting of existing 
structures, and identification and resolution of field construction problems.  

Sunup is an active member of the Masonry Society (TMS), Masonry Alliance for Codes and 
Standards (MACS), and C 12 and C 15 committees of ASTM. 

He has co-authored structural engineering papers in TMS, American Concrete Institute (ACI), 
and Precast Concrete Institute (PCI) publications. 

He actively participated in the editing and drafting of several sections in Building Code 
Requirements and Specifications for Masonry Structures (TMS 402 and TMS 602), Masonry 
Designers Guide (MDG), and standards under the jurisdiction of C 12 and C 15 ASTM 
committees. 

A licensed Architect in the state of California with over 20 years in architecture, design, 
planning and capital construction.

As Director at LAUSD, I lead a team of 80+ professionals managing over 250 projects valued at 
over $7 billion. 

Comprised of design and project managers we dedicate ourselves to implementing capital 
projects for LAUSD’s facility portfolio.

Robert M. Simons, AIA, is a visionary architect with more than four decades of experience 
shaping vibrant, sustainable, and enduring communities. 

Serving as President and Founding Partner of SVA Architects, Inc. (est. 2003), he has guided the 
firm’s growth into a nationally recognized practice known for its innovative designs and 
collaborative approach. 

Throughout his career, Bob has championed the power of architecture to transform cities and 
neighborhoods. His portfolio spans award-winning educational facilities, civic landmarks, 
mixed-use developments, and public-private partnership projects that balance functionality, 
aesthetics, and environmental stewardship. 

Bob and his team have creatively utilized masonry in their projects to deliver graceful 
architecture and captivating patterns from performing arts centers and gymnasiums to many 
federal and military projects that require durability and adaptability in the design. 

His leadership has helped SVA Architects earn a reputation for delivering designs that not only 
meet programmatic goals but also inspire and uplift the people they serve. Bob received his 
Bachelor of Architecture from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo.



Meet our Speakers

Steven Chang is a registered architect with over 30 years of experience spanning corporate, 
institutional, and civic projects. 

He approaches architecture with a maker’s mindset, drawing on his background in carpentry 
and metalsmithing, which sparked his commitment to integrating design with craft. 

Steven has led complex projects in all capacities—planning, design, detailing, and project 
management—while fostering strong relationships with clients and construction teams. A 
longtime Visiting Professor at Pratt Institute’s Graduate Architecture and Urban Design 
Program, Steven has a unique ability to explain and enrich the experience of architecture for 
students and clients alike. 

He is committed to sustainable design and has guided numerous projects to successful LEED® 
certification. 

Steven holds a Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from the University of California, Berkeley.

Focused on sustainability and design in the CMU industry, I’m driven to challenge conventional 
building methods and push for smarter, more efficient solutions. 

I believe great design and environmental responsibility go hand in hand. 

With a forward-thinking mindset, I’m committed to shaping a more sustainable future through 
innovation in materials and construction.
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A third generation Los Angeles native, Toni is founding principal of Lewis/Schoeplein 
architects, an award-winning multi-disciplinary practice focused on sustainable 
community-based projects for institutions, government, non-profits and private 
developers. 

She is the 2026 President of AIA Los Angeles and has previously served as CFO of the 
Association for Women in Architecture and Design, and as a Los Angeles City Council 
Appointee to the Mulholland Scenic Corridor Design Review Board. 

Her previous gigs included stints at Frank Gehry’s office, and at Gensler. 

Toni has a BA in Architecture from UC Berkeley and an M. Arch from UCLA. She lives in 
an empty nest in Los Angeles with partner/husband Marc Schoeplein, two chickens, and a 
clownish pit-bull.

Anthony Damon, AIA is an award-winning architect and has over 25 years collaborating in 
the AEC industry. 

As the Higher Education Market Leader for DPR Construction San Diego, he leads and 
inspires teams to produce world class results. 

He has a passion for design, innovation, and sustainability matched by a desire to provide 
mentorship and career guidance for emerging professionals. He serves as a Board of 
Director for AIA California, AIA San Diego, and ACE Mentor San Diego and volunteers for 
the San Diego Architectural Foundation’s Built Environment Education Program. 

Anthony is deeply committed to supporting the future talent of our industry, giving back 
to the community, and leading by example. He received his Bachelor of Architecture from 
the University of Notre Dame Rome Studies Program and Master of Business 
Administration from the New York Institute of Technology. 

He is a LEED Green Associate, DBIA professional, NCARB, SCUP, and USGBC member, and 
a licensed California real estate broker. 

Ismar Enriquez, AIA, LFA, LEED AP, works at the intersection of sustainability, equity, 
housing, and education. 

With nearly two decades of experience, he is committed to addressing the housing and 
climate crises by promoting socially inclusive, equitable, and sustainable communities.



Meet the Jury

Jessica Orlando, as Higher Education Practice Leader at Perkins & Will, focuses on delivering a 
positive and seamless experience for our Higher Ed clients by drawing on her experience as a 
Project Manager, Project Architect, Academic Programmer and Planner to set expectations, 
communicate clearly, monitor delivery, and solve problems. 

Having managed projects from single room renovations to entire campus redevelopment plans, 
she consistently delivers projects on time and budget while maintaining consensus around a 
shared vision.

Jessica is an active member in the Southern California design community, working to extend 
the reach of architecture to those who need it most. 

She is the Founder of the Design by Diversity Day Block Party, hosted by Architecture for 
Communities Los Angeles and now in its fourth year of engagement with students of all ages. 

She is also currently serving as the Wildfire Response Lead for the American Institute of 
Architects Pasadena & Foothill Chapter, which has involved the creation of the Ask an 
Architect public service program.

For over 25 years Suyama has focused on the design and delivery of sustainable and energy-
conscious built environments. 

He has enjoyed navigating architecture and people across three continents. 

His leadership in climate action earned him recognition from AIA National as a Citizen 
Architect in 2022 and a Presidential Citation from AIA California

Bob Habian is an architect, entrepreneur, and masonry industry champion dedicated to 
transforming how design professionals and product experts collaborate for superior project 
outcomes.

With decades of experience bridging architecture and manufacturing, Bob recognized that 
concrete masonry's profound benefits—exceptional durability, resilience, carbon efficiency, 
energy performance, and safety—often go unrealized because critical expertise doesn't reach 
design teams when decisions matter most.

As founder of Tect, Bob created a platform connecting design professionals directly with 
trusted product category experts at the earliest project stages, enabling informed decisions 
built on wisdom rather than incomplete information.

His deep understanding of concrete masonry systems positions him uniquely to demonstrate 
why, when, and how to leverage this material's long-term value. 

Bob's mission: elevate the entire industry through authentic collaboration and knowledge 
transfer.



Industry & Marketing Partners

CMC is grateful to our Sponsors, Speakers, Exhibitors, and  Industry Partners for supporting, 
promoting, and making this event possible.

Event Sponsors
Sponsors & Partners



Event Content



LEARNING SESSIONS:

LEED V5, A WHOLE NEW APPROACH
CMU FIRE & RESILIENCY

INTRODUCTION TO CONCRETE MASONRY
BEYOND THERMAL MASS

CLIMATE-RESPONSIVE DESIGN
APRIL 30, IRVINE, CA.
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Event Content



The 2ND edition of the California Masonry Summit & Expo, uniting our trade with the AEC Community.
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